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What Does This Bill Do?
HB 409 specifies certain 

holidays on which the 
following elections may not 
occur: 

a. Early voting for the primary 
election

b. Primary Election Day 

c. Early voting for the general 
election

d. State recognized holidays
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Why Include Early 
Voting and Not Just 
the Primary Election 
Day?

Early Voting has increased in 
significance as more people 
use it, but overall, total voting 
turnout has not increased 
significantly.

Maryland State Board of Elections

Voted at the 

Polls

Voted at 

Early Voting

Total Voter 

Turnout

2008 Primary ( PRES) 93.33% N/A 42.86%

2008 General (PRES) 90.19% N/A 77.63%

2010 Primary 85.64% 9.63% 25.35%

2010 General 81.60% 11.72% 54.02%

2012 Primary (PRES) 82.62% 12.76% 18.78%

2012 General (PRES) 75.66% 15.75% 74.00%

2014 Primary 75.84% 19.13% 21.81%

2014 General 77.27% 17.60% 47.23%



Which Holidays Are Specified In HB 409?

Jewish Holidays
• Purim, Passover, Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Shavuot, and Yom Kippur

Christian Holidays
• Good Friday and Easter

Islamic Holidays
• Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha

State Recognized Holidays
• Those already codified in Maryland Statute



How Does This Bill Work?

• If one of the specified holidays falls on the day of 
Primary Election, then the Primary Election shall 
be held 7 days later.

• If one of the specified holidays coincides with a 
day of early voting, then the early voting center 
shall not open for voting on that day.



Why Do We Need This Bill?
We need this common-sense legislation to protect the interests of:

• Poll Workers

• Voters

• Boards of Elections

For some, holidays are not merely a time of celebration, but entail 
traditions and requirements of their faith. (For example, a full holy day 
for many people requires that they do no work. This means that they 
could not work the polls or vote.)



Poll Workers
•Poll workers are a diverse group. People of different  

faiths make up the pool of people who enable the 
political elections to be held. 

•HB 409 protects poll workers from having to work on 
their significant holidays. They will not be forced to 
make a choice between their holy day and working 
the polls. 



Poll Workers

• Those who truly appreciate the pay they receive from 
their service will not be faced with a decision to 
celebrate their holiday or sacrifice the extra income. 

• Those people of faith will not be driven to either 
compromise their faith and its’ requirements by 
working on their holy day or to uphold their faith and 
choose not to work the polls on that day.



Voters
• Voters represent an even more 

diverse group than the poll 
workers. 

• HB 409 will make sure that voters 
have equal access to days that 
they are able to vote by keeping 
voting days from being held on 
holidays. 

• HB 409 maintains equal voting 
opportunity for voters of 
different faiths.
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County Boards of Elections
•The members of the County Board of Elections are 
required to be present or immediately available by 
phone on the days that voting is held. 

•HB 409 would ensure that members of the County 
Board of Elections are not confronted with a conflict 
between a significant holiday and their work 
responsibilities. 



County Boards of Elections

•In addition, the fact that poll workers will not face 
conflict between their holidays and working the polls 
keeps the County Boards of Elections from having 
increased difficulty in finding poll workers willing work 
on those holidays.

• The bill could save costs by preventing the need for 
overtime on state holidays.



Is There Really An Issue??

• Yes.

• Early Voting for the 2016 Presidential Election is 
scheduled to be held over Easter Weekend. This 
includes not only Easter day, but also, Good Friday.



Past Primary 
Elections

Primary Election Dates

2004 March 2nd

2006 September 12th

2008 February 12th

2010 September 14th

2012 April 3rd

2014 June 24th

The Primary Election 
has been held in the 
same month only 
once during the last 
6 elections.
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Future Primary Elections
• Many of the holidays set forth in HB 409 do not present a 

conflict with the Primary Election and early voting right now. 

• Since the Primary Election dates fluctuate as do many of the 
holidays, there is the very real potential of a conflict arising 
in the future. 

• Instead of waiting until a conflict arises and using a piece-
meal approach to deal with the issues that may arise,
HB 409 addresses those issues now at one time.



Please vote for HB 409 to help 
provide equal access for all 

voters and poll workers.

Questions?


