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Every year, people are unintentionally

killed by firearms. Some of the victims are

children who find their parents’ firearms

and accidentally fire them.

It is likely that some of these deaths could

be prevented if the firearms were secured

in a gun safe or with trigger locks to

prevent them from being fired.



What Does This Bill Do?

■ HB 1271 provides a tax exemption under the sales 

tax and use tax for the sale of certain               

firearm safety devices

■ Provides an incentive for firearm holders                  

to purchase safety devices for their firearms



Five states already have firearm 
safety tax exemptions: 

■ Connecticut

■ Massachusetts

■ New Jersey 

■ Washington

■ Michigan



“If our guns are not safely stored, a 

tragedy can happen when we least 

expect it. Removing the sales and use 

taxes on safety devices is just one 

practical way to encourage and 

promote safe gun habits.”

- Michigan Senator Tonya Schuitmaker



Child Access Prevention (CAP)

■ Child access prevention (CAP) laws impose criminal 

liability on adults who give children unsupervised 

access to firearms.

■ Child access prevention laws have been shown to be 

effective at reducing unintentional firearm deaths 

among children.



Child Access Prevention (CAP)

■ One study found that in twelve states where such laws had been in 

effect for at least one year, unintentional firearm deaths fell by 23% 

from 1990-94 among children under 15 years of age.

■ A 2004 study evaluating the association between CAP laws and 

suicides among youth found that such laws were associated with an 

8.3% decrease in suicides among 14-17 year olds.

■ A 2005 study found that the practices of keeping firearms locked, 

unloaded, and storing ammunition in a locked location separate from 

firearms serve as a protective measure to reduce youth suicide and 

unintentional injury in homes with children and teenagers where guns 

are stored.



Benefits of HB 1271 

■ Creates better safety in the home

■ Protects against unauthorized use and 

accidental discharge 

■ Encourages people to buy bigger and 

safer storage units – such as a gun safes



But What About Loss of           
Tax Revenue?

■ Massachusetts no longer records lose of revenue for firearm safety 

devices revenue loss because it is so miniscule (under 1,000,000 

dollars)

■ New Jersey estimated that the state would only lose 1.5 million dollars 

a year but that is inaccurate –

– “Many firearms are purchased by people who may already own a 

gun vault, such as hobbyists and collectors. Since gun vaults are 

capable of holding more than one weapon, it is likely that the 

annual number of gun vault sales will be significantly less than 

the annual number of firearm sales” (Fiscal Note State of New 

Jersey)



The state should be doing ALL it can 

to promote gun safety. 

Please vote favorably for HB 1271.

Questions???


