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Background

Currently in Maryland, law 

states that certain vehicles 

(including school buses) must 

stop at all railroad crossings

That includes inactive railroads, 

even if they haven’t been used 

in years



All Vehicles Which Are Impacted

 Every motor vehicle carrying a passenger for 

hire

 Every school vehicle carrying any passenger

 Every bus that is owned or operated by a 

church and carrying at least 20 passengers

 Every vehicle carrying as cargo a flammable 

liquid or an explosive

 Every vehicle carrying hazardous materials of a 

type and quantity 2 requiring placarding under 

federal hazardous materials regulations



BackgroundThe Federal 
Manual on 
Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices 
(MUTCD) gives 
states the option 
to put up EXEMPT 
signs at railroads, 
which tell the 
designated 
vehicles that 
there is no need 
to stop there.



Inactive Railroad Crossing on MD-36 in 

Westernport, MD



Just down the street, it has been paved over 

(confirmed by Allegany County’s Supervisor of 

Transportation in the Board of Education)



Even though that railroad 

crossing is inactive, and the 

same railroad has been 

paved over on a section of 

road less than 2 miles away, 

school bus drivers are still 

required to stop.



Inactive Crossing on MD-175 in 

Odenton, MD



The track is overgrown right next to the 

street, obviously not in use, but it is still 

required for certain vehicles to stop at that 

crossing.



Cars are even parked right alongside 

of this section of the inactive railroad 

crossing on Telegraph Rd., that certain 

vehicles still have to stop at.



This building and its shrubbery go right 

up to the inactive tracks



What HB 534 Will Do 

It will change the current 

Transportation law to allow 

certain vehicles to stop at 

Exempt signs. 



Why We Need this Bill

Inactive Railroads are a problem 

for counties such as 

Prince George’s

Allegany

Kent County

Anne Arundel County



This bill has 

already 

passed 

in the 

Senate



Questions?


