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What does this bill do?

HB 608 allows a person to defend 

themselves against anyone who has 

made an unlawful entry into their 

dwelling.

 The person is able to use any degree of 

physical force necessary to defend 

themselves.



Why do we need it?

 People need to be able to protect themselves 

and their families in their own home. 

 There have been many cases in Maryland in 

which people have been sent to court and/or 

jail for defending themselves against an 

intruder.

 Example – The Matt Pinkerton Case



Matt Pinkerton Case

 A man, Kendell Green, had been harassing Matt 

Pinkerton’s wife. Early in the morning, Green came 

knocking on their door. Pinkerton answered and told 

him to leave the property. 

 Pinkerton closed and locked the door, only to have 

Green kick the door down and enter the property. 

Green wanted to see Pinkerton’s wife. 

 Pinkerton, being unable to fight against Green, 

grabbed his gun, fired two shots, and called 911. 

Pinkerton was taken to court for murder, even though 

he was defending his home. 



This bill is important!

 If we had Castle Doctrine, people like Pinkerton 

would not be convicted of a crime for 

defending their home and family.

 All people, no matter their gender or race, 

should feel safe in their own home and should 

not be afraid to defend themselves. 



Who has ‘Castle Doctrine’?

 34 out of 50 states 

Have Castle Doctrine.



Why not just keep the ‘Stand Your 

Ground’ laws?

 Stand your ground laws do not always protect 

the victim of an incident. This is especially 

evident in abuse cases in which woman 

attempt to defend themselves against their 

abuser and still end up facing a jury or serving 

jail time for defending themselves. 



Please vote in  favor of 

bill HB 608

Questions?


