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Needlessly prolonging the 
length of time that a line of 

cars waits at a stop light 
increases vehicle emissions.  

 

Multiply this across our state, 
and it seems foolish to 
continue the practice.  



 

“. . . The aggressiveness of a vehicle 
stop, as represented by the vehicle’s 
acceleration and deceleration level, does 
have a significant impact on vehicle 
emission rates. . . .”  

 
 Ding, Rakha. “Impact of Stops on Vehicle Fuel Consumption and 

Emissioners,” 
<http://filebox.vt.edu/users/hrakha/Publications/Impact%20of%20Stops
%20on%20Vehicle%20Emissions%20-%20Ver2.0.pdf> 





 



 

 

Not only would this law prevent significant 
fuel emissions, but it would save 
Marylanders the cost of the additional fuel 
they would be uselessly burning by 
coming to a complete stop and 
accelerating again.  



“As Americans pay about 
for gasoline, they're 

wasting  of it 
annually in traffic on congested 

roads, a new Treasury 
Department report says.” 

 
Stoller, Gary. “New report: Road congestion wastes 1.9 billion gallons of gas,” USA 

Today, 2012. <http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/story/2012-03-

25/wasted-fuel-report/53776164/1> 

http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/United+States+Treasury+Department
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/United+States+Treasury+Department




 
“If you live in Washington, D.C. the loss is 

markedly more severe; you lose over 3 
days of your 365 just stewing in your 

car. The top 10 cities for hours spent in 
congestion each year? 

 

1. Washington DC-VA-MD: 74 hours per 
year . . .” 

 
Barlow, Tom. “Escape the Cost and Lost Time of Traffic Congestion,” Forbes, 2011.  

<http://www.forbes.com/sites/tombarlow/2011/10/22/escape-the-cost-and-lost-time-
of-traffic-congestion/> 



 



 “Red-light camera tickets were up 

343% between August 1, 2012 and 

December 31, 2012 compared with the 
same period in 2011, according to an 
analysis by WTOP and AAA Mid-Atlantic.  

 

 “In those five months last year, police 
issues 15,133 tickets, compared with 
3,423 in 2011.”  

 

Ashe, Ari. “Rockville sees massive jump in red-light camera tickets,” WTOP: 
2013. <http://www.wtop.com/index.php?nid=1035&sid=3222497> 



Laws to this effect have been introduced in 
other states.  

 

In 2009, an Illinois Senator sponsored a 
bill like this.  

 

In Florida, the law was actually changed to 
address this issue, by indicating that you 
can’t get a ticket unless you perform 
certain other actions.  



Tickets are being given to address a matter 
that isn’t a problem.  

Yielding instead of stopping at a red light is 
not a safety problem. Ticketing this 
practice only discredits the entire red-
light-running program.   

People are getting tickets for things that 
are completely safe, making them resent 
the entire program.  

 



 

 

 

WTOP: footage of safe right turn on red 
that incurred a traffic ticket.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8J46KVc_D6w




 
According to the Los Angeles Times, 80% 

of its city’s red-light camera tickets are for 
rolling right turns.  

 
The Chicago Daily Herald stated that 90% 

of its city’s violations were rolling right 
turns. Many of these tickets were given to 
drivers who stopped safely, but were 
inches over the line.  

 
 National Motorists Association. “Rolling Right Turns.”< 

http://www.motorists.org/red-light-cameras/right-turn-on-red > 

 
 



 
  
"Rolling right turn violations have been proven to have 

very little effect on driver safety.  
 
 “In fact, a review of US Department of Transportation 

statistics shows that an average motorist could drive 
a billion miles - the distance from Earth to Jupiter 
and back - before being involved in an accident that 
resulted from a motorist making a right-turn-on-red.  

 
 “Even these few crashes involved failure to yield the 

right-of-way; previously stopping, or not stopping, 
were not the primary cause of these accidents.” 
 

National Motorists Association. “Rolling Right Turns.”< http://www.motorists.org/red-light-
cameras/right-turn-on-red > 



 

  

 Every little bit counts. Multiplied across 
the state at every stoplight, yielding to 
oncoming traffic at a right turn on red 
instead of coming to a full stop could save 
our state a tremendous amount of money 
and time, while protecting the 
environment and Marylanders’ safety.  



Save the environment and 
Marylanders’ time, 
Marylanders’ money, 
maintain safety, and protect 
integrity of red-light-running 
programs.  

 

Vote in favor of HB 1125 


