
 
 Institutions of Higher 

Education - Open Housing 
Policies - Prohibited 

 

HB 1203, sponsored by  
Delegate Neil Parrott 

 



What’s happening in 
Maryland Public Universities  

 Four Maryland state funded schools 
are currently experimenting with 
male/female dorm room  
co-habitation housing – allowing 
male and female students to live in 
the same dorm room together. 
 



What’s happening in 
Maryland Public Universities  
 Of the 13 publicly-funded, 4-year 
universities, these four have recently 
adopted male/female dorm room co-
habitation housing policies: 
 

◦St. Mary’s College 

◦Towson university 

◦UMD College Park 

◦UMD Baltimore County 
 



 The bill provides that publicly-funded 
institutions of higher education in 
Maryland will maintain housing 
policies where dorm rooms are 
either singles or rooms housing 
students of the same-sex. 

 

 
 

What Does HB 1203 Do? 



Remove state funding for 
institutions of higher education 
that choose to offer male/female 
dorm-room co-habitation 
housing. 
 

What Does HB 1203 Do? 



What is the purpose of 
higher education?  

The purpose of higher education in our 
country and state, which is valuable 
enough to warrant taxpayers’ dollars to 
fund it, is to educate and inform the 
general American populous.  
 
It is not to change the social mores that 
are the foundation of our society. 



Male/Female Dorm Room  
Co-Habitation Housing causes 
several problems including:  

1. Hinders Effective Learning 
2. Compromises Safety & Privacy 
3. Raises Legal Concerns  
 





Top College Distractions 
that Hinder  

Effective Learning 

1. Environmental 
2. Financial 

3. Medical  

4. Sexual  
5. Technological  

 
Ralph Heibutzki – “Top College Distractions” Seattle PI Education. 

 



Top College Distractions 

1. Environmental 

 

 “Residence hall environments offer . . . those 
factors [that] also leave students vulnerable to 
numerous distractions, such as loud parties, 
and disruptive behavior, that make studying 
difficult. Lack of privacy is also an issue . . .”  

 

College rooms are ideally a place of refuge, 
and having an opposite-gender roommate 
compromises this ideal. 

 



Top College Distractions 

 4. Sexual  

 

 “College marks . . . the student’s first real 
experience with sexual intimacy. . . . this 
emotional landscape can be distracting and 
difficult to navigate . . .”  

 

 

Having an opposite-gender roommate 
exacerbates this problem. 

 





How Does This Affect Maryland 
Students?   

Young people leave their homes and head to 
college – Families should be able to expect 
reasonable housing choices that provide a 
safe living environment for their sons, 
daughters, nieces or nephews. 

 

Statistics show that having opposite-gender 
dorm-room housing will most likely increase 
the risk of rape for female students. 



College Rape Facts 
About the Victim:  

 

 15% of college women reported being raped 

 12% of college women reported an attempted 
rape 

 The Center for Disease Control (CDC) conducted a 
poll that found 1 in 4 college women were 
raped in college (average 5 year period).  

 Including these rapes, the CDC also found, for an 
average woman, the chances for rape were 1 in 
5 in their lifetime. 

 
 



Why is this significant in 
dorm room policies? 

About the Rapist:  
 
 62% - 84% of victims knew their attacker 

 38% of rapes are by a friend or acquaintance  

 

“90% of college women who are victims of rape or attempted 
rape know their assailant. The attacker is usually a 
classmate, friend, boyfriend, ex-boyfriend, or other 
acquaintance (in that order). Most acquaintance rapes do 
not occur on dates; rather they occur when two people are 
otherwise in the same place (e.g., at a party, studying 
together in a dorm room).”  

 

~ US Department of Justice: Community Oriented Policing 
Services 



College Rape Facts 

About the Location:  

 
 30.9% of rapes occur in rapist’s home 

 26.6% of rapes occur in victim’s home 

 10.1% of rapes occur in victim and rapist’s 
shared home 

 

 These statistics show that opposite-sex housing 
policies have high potential to increase college 
rapes. 



“College acquaintance rape victims face 
additional consequences. Many drop out 
of school because, if they stay, they might 
regularly face their attacker in class, in 
their dorm, in the dining hall, or at 
campus functions and events.”  

 

~ US Department of Justice: Community 

Oriented Policing Services 

College Rape Facts 





 

“Colleges have a legal duty to warn students of 
known risks and to provide reasonable 
protection. If a crime is foreseeable, then a 
college can be held liable for not sufficiently 
protecting against it.  
 
As noted, acquaintance rape is the most 
common violent crime on college campuses.”  

 

~ US Department of Justice: Community 
Oriented Policing Services 

 

 

Legal Concerns  



 

 Male/Female Dorm Room Co-
Habitation Housing increases the 
probability of rape. 

 

 These policies are an invitation for 
lawsuits that Maryland taxpayers 
will have to pay. 

 

 

Legal Concerns  
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Please vote to enhance our universities’ 
teaching environment and safety. 

 

I urge you to vote in 
favor of HB 1203  


