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What Does This Bill Do?
HB 1392 would allow Maryland citizens to 
purchase and make use of Direct-to-Consumer 
Genetic Tests.

Federal CLIA-certified laboratories are able 
under this bill to provide such services to 
Maryland citizens, without the involvement of a 
physician, hospital or other medical care facility.



General Facts

Maryland currently prohibits direct-
to-consumer (“DTC”) genetic testing 
under Health - General - Section 17-
205(a) and 17-215.



General Facts
Maryland is one of a handful of States that restricts 
DTC testing.



General Facts
A number of Corporations offer these types of tests:



Purpose for Testing
DTC genetic tests allow the analysis of genetic 
material for purposes of testing for inherited or 
congenital genetic alterations that  would be 
helpful for our Citizens to know in their healthcare 
decisions.



Federal Standards are 
Sufficient

The Federal Government already mandates sufficient 
standards to ensure efficacy, reliability, and 
standardization.

Current Federal oversight in place includes:

FEDERAL CLINICAL LABORATORY IMPROVEMENT 
AMENDMENTS (“CLIA”)

FDA



The Problem

Maryland Citizens are precluded from exercising their 
freedom to investigate and purchase testing kits freely 
available to citizens in almost every other State

Liberty and Freedom Issues

The Adopted

Those interested in tracing their Heritage and National 
origin



HB 1392 - “Medical Laboratories -
Direct to Consumer Genetic Testing" 

Addresses these issues by ALLOWING
DTC Genetic Testing:

● By labs that are CLIA-certified

● To adult consumers



HB 1392 - “Medical Laboratories -
Direct to Consumer Genetic Testing"

Amendment 

An Amendment to HB 1392 is in your packet - simplifying 
the definition of “Genetic Test” and also eliminating the 
discussion of any genetic counseling in this DTC testing 
situation.



HB 1392 - Protects Confidentiality by:

● Requiring advance disclosure to the consumer of the 
security provisions in place to protect the 
confidentiality of personal genetic information and 
possible health implications

● Requiring express written consent by the owner of that 
information before it may be disclosed to anyone else.



Benefits of Allowing DTC Genetic Testing
Brings Maryland into the 21st Century and allows its 
Citizens to take advantage of DTC tests already freely 
available to citizens of other States.
Enables the adopted to investigate what can be 
discovered about their otherwise unknown medical 
heritage by examining their own genetic material
Boost to Maryland’s Biotech Industry, in keeping with our 
premier position in the Medical and research field



We ask for a favorable Report on 
HB 1392

Questions?


