
House Bill 537 – Environment – On-
Site Sewage Disposal Systems and 

Funding for Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities and Sewerage Systems

March 1, 2017

Environment

Sponsored by: Delegate Parrott



The Point Is…

• The Goal: The State of Maryland must reduce nitrogen loads to 
the Chesapeake Bay by 22%

• We should be focusing on Waste Water Treatment Plants 
rather than septic systems

• We need to reduce the nitrogen loads from wastewater and 
combined sewer overflow, rather than septic systems



The State of Maryland must reduce nitrogen 
loads to the Chesapeake Bay by 22% below 

the 2010 levels by 2025



Septic systems in the state account for only 7 to 8 
percent of the state’s total nitrogen load going into 

the bay.



In 2015, wastewater and combined sewer 
overflow in Maryland contributed 

approximately 24 percent of the State’s total 
nitrogen load to the Chesapeake Bay
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Investing in projects to reduce nitrogen loads from 
wastewater and combined sewer overflow, rather 

than septic systems, will yield more significant 
nitrogen reductions for Maryland



What Does HB 537 Do?
•Allows a person to install or replace an on-site sewage disposal 
system that does not utilize certain nitrogen removal 
technology to service newly constructed buildings

•Some revenue will be distributed to the Water Pollution Control 
Fund, which helps keep our water clean

•Allows the Board of Public Works to use some revenue from the 
Water Pollution Control Fund to provide financial assistance to 
projects that relate to wastewater treatment facilities and 
sewerage systems



Why is this Important?
• There are bigger issues at hand than replacing every septic 
system with BAT technology

• This bill will give us the biggest “bang for our buck” – We would 
be making money and that money will go directly to new 
initiatives and projects that would be more effective in lowering 
nitrogen levels in the Chesapeake Bay



The Chesapeake Bay Foundation
According to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation –

“By upgrading sewage treatment plants in the Bay watershed 
with nutrient removal technology, we can achieve approximately 

20 percent of the necessary pollution load reductions. This is 
one of the most cost-effective ways to clean up the Bay.”

The Chesapeake Foundation is actively seeking funding sources 
to pay for such upgrades.
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In Conclusion 

• HB 281 proposes that we only focus on septic systems, but as 
we can see, there are more issues to address at this moment

• We should encourage people to use BAT technology but it 
should be up to the county to decide what to enforce

• This is a state wide issue, but needs to be handled locally in 
each county



Please Support HB 537!

Questions?


