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Background Information

▶ In 2015, President Obama signed the “Unlocking 

Consumer Choice and Wireless Competition Act”

▶ Allows consumers to legally unlock cell phones 

without their service providers permission

▶ The cell phone must be completely owned and 

paid for by the consumer in order to unlock 

the phone

▶ Did not address which phones will work on which 

carriers with full functionality



(c) Unlocking at Direction of Owner.--Circumvention of a technological measure that 

restricts wireless telephone handsets or other wireless devices from connecting to a wireless 

telecommunications network--

(1)(A) as authorized by paragraph (3) of section 201.40(b) of title 37, Code of Federal 

Regulations, as made effective by subsection (a); and

(B) as may be extended to other wireless devices pursuant to a determination in the 

rulemaking conducted under subsection (b); or

(2) as authorized by an exemption adopted by the Librarian of Congress pursuant to 

a determination made on or after the date of enactment of this Act under section 1201(a)(1)(C) 

of  title 17, United States Code, may be initiated by the owner of any such handset or other 

device, by another person at the direction of the owner, or by a provider of a commercial 

mobile radio service or a commercial mobile data service at the direction of such owner or 

other person, solely in order to enable such owner or a family member of such owner to 

connect to a wireless telecommunications network, when such connection is authorized by the 

operator of such network.

Public Law 113- 144

https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ144/PLAW-113publ144.pdf



Loophole

▶ Carriers have found a way around the law that 

prevents customers from easily switching carriers

▶ For example: the iPhone SE comes in two 

hardware models, and neither one work on all 

four carriers

▶ This breaks the intent of the Federal law.

https://www.pcmag.com/news/343091/the-iphone-se-is-not-carrier-agnostic



https://www.apple.com/shop/buy-iphone/iphone-se#00

Suggests that the phone can work on any 

network if unlocked.



Background Information

➢ Carriers use different and air interface technologies to 

provide wireless network access

➢ AT&T and T-Mobile operate on a Global System for 

Mobile (GSM) Communications network using a SIM card 

➢ Sprint, Verizon Wireless, and US Cellular operate on a 

Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) network



Background Information

➢ Carriers also use different frequencies 

https://www.droid-life.com/2015/02/05/us-wireless-carrier-bands-gsm-cdma-wcdma-lte-verizon-att-sprint-tmobile/



Background Information

➢ Carriers may “lock” a cell phone to prevent it from 

operating on another carrier’s network

➢ If “Unlocked” the phone may still not be fully 

functional



Phone and Model # AT&T Sprint T-Mobile Verizon

iPhone X 

A1901/iPhone 8 

A1905 / iPhone 8 Plus 

A1897

X X

iPhone X A1865/

iPhone 8 A1863 / 

iPhone 8 Plus A1864

X X

iPhone 7 A1660 / 

iPhone 7 Plus A1661
X X

iPhone 7 A1778 / 

iPhone 7 Plus A1784
X X

iPhone SE A1662 X X X

iPhone SE A1723 X

iPhone 6s A1633 / 

iPhone 6s Plus A1634
X

iPhone 6s A1688 / 

iPhone 6s Plus A1687
X X X

iPhone 6 A1549 X X X

iPhone 6 A 1586 X

Which 

iPhones 

work on 

which 

carriers?

2017

2016

2015

2016

https://www.apple.com/iphone/LTE/#iphone-se; 

https://www.techwalls.com/differences-between-iphone-6-6-

plus-models/

2014

https://www.apple.com/iphone/LTE/#iphone-se


What HB1323 does

▶ Provides consumer protection for buyers by having 

carriers or vendors who sell cell phones either:

▶ Sell phones that work on all major carriers networks

-OR-

▶ Provide a disclosure to the consumer indicating which 

major networks will be able to operate the phone 

being sold



Availability

▶ The iPhone can be made 

so that it is available on 

all networks

▶ It would only need to and 

two bands to be 

completely compatible 

with all networks

https://www.whistleout.com/CellPhones/Guides/Will-my-iPhone-7-7Plus-work-on-another-carrier



What HB1323 does

▶ The Disclosure statement must indicate:

▶ Which major networks the phone will work on when it is 

unlocked

▶ The major networks, but only with limited operability 

▶ The major networks 

▶ The consumer must sign the disclosure acknowledging 

they are aware of the information stated



https://www.sprint.com/en/shop/plans/unlimited-cell-phone-plan.html



Why HB1323 is Important

▶ A family of 4 with different phones may not be able to 

switch carriers.

▶ A few phones may work on a certain network but 

others do not 

▶ Can cause the family to be stuck with their existing 

carrier because they can’t switch without getting new 

phones.



Why HB1323

▶ Consumers deserve to know what they are paying 

for

▶ This bill will give consumers prior knowledge of 

which networks their cell phones will work with

▶ This will allow customers to plan ahead if they 

would like to have the option to switch networks



Please vote in 

favor of HB1323

Questions?


