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THE PROBLEM – 2017 BILL 

• The 2016 Christmas season was open season for the theft of package 

and parcel deliveries throughout Maryland. 

• One duo was arrested in a truck with 77 packages they had stolen from 

front porches and steps in Howard Co.

• You may have heard of the case of the missing urn for ashes

• The news media had story after story of stolen packages and tips for 

how to ensure you don’t become a victim



2017 CHRISTMAS PACKAGE THIEVERY 

 Fox 5 Video 

 http://www.fox5dc.com/news/videos-show-thieves-stealing-

holiday-packages-from-maryland-homes

http://www.fox5dc.com/news/videos-show-thieves-stealing-holiday-packages-from-maryland-homes


LITTLE IS BEING DONE

• In 2017, the US Postal Inspectors reported 1,145 cases initiated, 2,487 arrests, and 

2,173 convictions 

• In 2016: 1,348 cases, 2,437 arrest and 2,039 convictions related to postal crimes, 

primarily mail theft

• In 2015: 1,400 cases – 2,357 arrests and 2, 048 convictions

• In 2014: 1,525 cases – 2,335 arrests and 2,195 convictions

• This might sound good, until you consider that a recent private study estimates that 

some 25.9 million homeowners had a package stolen up from 23.5 million 

in 2015

HTTPS://POSTALINSPECTORS.USPIS.GOV/RADDOCS/AR2017.PDF; HTTPS://WWW.BUSINESSWIRE.COM/NEWS/HOME/20171129005930/EN/STUDY-26-MILLION-AMERICANS-HOLIDAY-PACKAGES-STOLEN

https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/radDocs/AR2017.pdf


MARYLAND STATE POLICE ARREST NUMBERS 

 Figures for Larceny-Theft in according to the 

2015 Maryland Uniform Crime Report

 On Average 22% of cases were cleared with 

22,796 arrests

 Compared to the 2,487 US Postal Inspector 

arrests for stolen mail (and a total of 5, 802 

of all Postal Inspector Arrests).

HTTP://MDSP.MARYLAND.GOV/DOCUMENT%20DOWNLOADS/CRIME%20IN%20MARYLAND%202015%20UNIFORM%20CRIME%20REPORT.PDF



MARYLAND COMPARED TO FEDERAL ARRESTS

• The Maryland State Police makes more  arrests in 

Maryland than the U.S. Postal Inspectors make 

nationwide?

• That is just part of the problem…as package deliveries 

by non-U.S. Postal Services delivery companies are not 

tracked by the U.S. Postal Inspectors. 



IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE

• It seems pretty clear that enforcement has not been effective, and 

far from the days when the mere threat of being charged with a 

“federal crime" for theft of mail was sufficient to deter all but the 

most desperate, now package delivery is actually being targeted.

• In fact, the sight of a UPS or FedEx truck is a “come and get it!” 

signal. There is not even the threat of Federal prosecution to deter 

the package thief.



LAST YEAR

 In 2017, I introduced the Safe Package Act of 2017. The Act went before 

Economic Matters, as it dealt with packages being delivered safely. 

 Upon further discussion, UPS and FedEx had several options available for 

safe package delivery, but the penalty for package theft was minimal – the 

penalty was dependent on the price of the item stolen 



CURRENT THEFT LAW 

 In Maryland, current theft 

law relies on the value of 

the item stolen.



THE SAFE PACKAGE DELIVERY ACT 

• This bill creates new penalties for those that steal 

packages – both UPS and FedEx

• If one steals USPS mail, the sentence could be 5 years in 

jail and up to $250,000



THE SAFE PACKAGE DELIVERY ACT CONT.

 Under this legislation, a person who violates section can face up 

to 3 years and jail or a fine not to exceed $50,000. 

 This penalty is much lower than if one steals Federal mail, but is 

a stronger deterrent than whatever the item is worth



THE GOAL 

• To stiffen the penalties for stealing packages so that what might appear 

to be ‘easy pickings’ will cause individuals to re-think their actions.

• To work with e-commerce vendors and those who deliver packages to 

citizens of Maryland to ensure that the theft of packages is taken 

seriously, by making it a serious offense.

• This Bill supplements the actions already undertaken by citizens and 

businesses to safeguard robust commerce in our State, and declares our 

commitment to prosecute those who act as modern criminal 

highwaymen. 



THE ALTERNATIVE

• Is to continue eroding trust in our delivery services in 
spite of all their efforts to prevent theft

• Increase petty crime

• Which increases cost to us all

• And foster a self-help, self-policing mentality for those 
tired of the unchecked crime spree



WE REQUEST A FAVORABLE REPORT.

Questions?


