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April 16, 2021 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

Thank you for visiting my State Delegate website and opening this letter.  The Maryland General 

Assembly recently completed its legislative session for 2021, and I put this together to let you know how 

what happened there may affect you.  

 

The following pages highlight bills that I think you might be interested in.  I encourage you to look at 

the table of contents and then read about the bills that are most interesting to you.  

 

This session was very different because of Covid-19 precautions.  Instead of meeting in one place with 

verbal input from the public, all of our committee meetings were held via Zoom. Session was held in 

two locations at one time in order to provide separation for the members.  Even with the 6-foot spacing, 

each member was surrounded by plexiglass on three sides, and masks were required when in this space.  

 

Unfortunately, the zoom committee meetings resulted in significantly less input from the public 

regarding bills, which I believe eliminated a positive check from the people that usually helps stop bad 

bills from becoming law.  Thomas Jefferson indicated that, “No government can continue good, but 

under the control of the people.”  Without people present and around, it was a lot easier for bad bills to 

go unnoticed.  Thankfully many did get stopped.   

 

One benefit of the new format was that it made it much easier to testify on a bill from a far-away distance.  

Zooming allowed citizens equal access all across the state, and I am hoping some of the changes that were made 

this year stay to help those from areas like Western Maryland to more easily provide their thoughts. 

  

Again, I encourage you to pick and choose to look at the bills that are of most interest to you on the 

attached pages.  As you read the bills, please note that the starred bills (*) are bills that I introduced. You 

can also learn more about those bills and other bills that I introduced by going to delegateneilparrott.org. 

 

It is an honor to serve you in the Maryland General Assembly. If you have any questions, thoughts on 

bills for next year, or if I can be of service to you, please contact me by email at 

neil.parrott@house.state.md.us or by phone at (301) 660-4263. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

  

  

Neil C. Parrott 

Maryland House of Delegates, District 2A   
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IN THIS LETTER: 

BUDGET AND TAX ISSUES: 

1. Governor Hogan’s Veto Overrides  

a. HB 932 – App Tax 

b. HB 732 Tobacco Tax Increase and Digital Advertising Tax Bill 

c. HB 1300 - Kirwan Commission/ Massive increase in school spending 

2. SB 496 – Maryland’s Bailout Bill (Relief Act) 

3. Maryland’s Fiscal Year 2022 Operating Budget 

4. Maryland’s Fiscal Year 2022 Capital Budget (New State Debt)  

 

POLICE RESTRICTION: 

1. SB 71 - Body-Worn Cameras & Limiting Use of Force 

2. SB 178 – Restricting Search Warrants & Opening Records Relating to Police Misconduct  

3. HB 670 - Police Discipline and Law Enforcement Programs and Procedures 

 

LANDLORD/TENANT ISSUES: 

1. HB 1312 – Landlord and Tenant – Eviction Actions – Catastrophic Health Emergencies 

2. HB 1008 - Failure to Pay Rent Proceedings - Sealing of Court Records 

 

2nd AMENDMENT INFRINGEMENTS 

1. HB 175 - Public Safety - Ammunition - Sales and Transfers 

2. HB 4 Veto Override 

 

ILLEGAL ALIENS 

1. SB 218 – Maryland’s Bailout #2 – This time for illegal aliens  

2. HB 16 - Restricting Police from Using the 287g Program  

 

CRIME INCREASE BILLS 

1. SB 494 - Juvenile Non-Punishment Act 

2. HB 222 – Criminals in Jail Voting Act 

3. HB 445/SB 671 - Drug Tickets instead of Arrest 

4. SB 420 - Legalizing Drug Paraphernalia 

 

ELECTIONS 

1. HB 965 – Stop Congressional Gerrymandering* 

2. HB 1192 - Signature Verification of Absentee Ballots* 

     

TRANSPORTATION 

1. HB 964 – Slow Vehicles Keep Right* 

    

ENVIRONMENT 

1. SB 414 - Increase Maryland’s Cost of Electricity Act of 2021     

2. HB 391 – $100 Fine for Balloon Releases  

 

SOCIAL ISSUES 

1. HB 449 – Eliminating Husband and Wife from Maryland Marriage Licenses 

2. HB132/SB 41 – Counseling 12-Year-Olds without Parental Notification   

      

LOCAL BILLS/MISCELLANEOUS:  

1. SB 926 Economic Development –Hagerstown Multi–Use Sports and Events Facility  
2. HB 962 – Washington County - Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Programs - Essential Caregivers* 

Key: “*” Denotes a Delegate Neil Parrott Bill; more details provided online at http://delegateneilparrott.org/legislation/  
 

http://delegateneilparrott.org/legislation/
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BUDGET AND TAX ISSUES: 

Veto Overrides on Bills Passed in 2020 

 

Prior to this year, no tax or fee has been increased in Maryland since Governor Hogan was elected in 2014.  

Unfortunately, that changes this year since the General Assembly overrode Hogan’s veto of two tax increase bills. 

In addition, a significant spending-increase bill was passed that will necessitate huge tax increases in the future. 

 

HB 932 – The App Tax 

This bill will levy additional taxes on almost all online downloads and 

app purchases.  It will also tax streaming services like Hulu, Netflix and 

Disney Plus. Taxing digital advertising sounds harmless enough, but 

would be very costly to anyone wanting to do business in 

Maryland.   This “app” tax further punishes the Maryland taxpayer, and 

even if you buy the app in Florida, the bill requires that you pay the 

Maryland app tax because you have a Maryland address.   

 

Marylanders already pay a tax on their phone or computers, they pay excessive fees to the Maryland Government 

each month on their cell phone bill, and now this tax will tax every app and service that you would use on those 

devices. I believe the last thing Marylanders need is a tax increase on digital advertising during COVID-19 when 

many people are using these services more than normal as their main connection to the outside world. 

 

HB 732 – Tobacco Tax Increase and Digital Advertising Tax Bill 

This one bill creates two main tax increases.  It significantly increases the tax on cigarettes, electronic smoking 

devices, and other tobacco products.   

 

It also imposes a tax on the annual gross revenues derived from digital advertising services in the State. The 

stated objective of the tax is to tax the gross online advertising revenues of large, multinational corporations, 

such as Google, Amazon, and Facebook. This tax does not exist anywhere else. Maryland just made it up. This 

tax is likely unconstitutional and will cost taxpayers even more money to defend this tax in federal courts. 

 

HB1300 – Kirwan Commission/ Massive increase in school spending 

Did you know that Maryland ranks 8th in teacher pay in the nation right now?1  Now, with HB 1300, Maryland 

counties will be forced to radically increase teacher pay likely making Maryland the highest paid state in the 

nation for teachers, costing Maryland taxpayers.   

 

That is not the only pay mandate in this bill, and altogether the bill will cost Marylanders $32Billion in 10 

years, with sustained, high spending after that.  The spending will be approximately 10% of the total Maryland 

budget. As a result, taxes will increase in Maryland by at least 10% to pay for this bill, whether that it is through 

sales tax, property tax, or income tax….somehow an additional 10% will need to be imposed on Marylanders. 

 

I was thankful for Governor Hogan’s veto of HB 1300 and the upholding of his promise to oppose tax increases 

for this plan. Unfortunately, the Democrat leadership in both the House and Senate worked together to override 

the Governor’s vetoes of this bill and the tax increase bills.   

 

  

 
1 https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/this-is-how-much-teachers-are-paid-in-pennsylvania/article_15058deb-14e4-58d1-

bd8b-6eb4c0439f1b.html 
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2021 BILLS: 

SB 496 – Maryland’s Bailout Bill (Relief Act) 

I reluctantly voted for this bill because the policies of Maryland over the past year shut down businesses and 

caused harm to our economy.  By indicating that certain businesses were essential, and others had to shut down, 

Maryland picked winners and losers, where many of those businesses have been shut down for good.   

 

To make up for that loss, this bill also provides immediate sales-tax credits for small businesses, $3,000 per month 

for three months, providing for nearly 55,000 small businesses in the state. This provides unemployment tax relief 

for small businesses, codifying parts of Governor Hogan’s executive order to calculate the 2021 unemployment 

tax rate based on the employer’s non-pandemic years. The bill also allows small businesses and nonprofits with 

fewer than 50 employees to defer their calendar year 2021 unemployment insurance payments to January 2022. 

 

The act also contained a loan and grant forgiveness plan safeguarding businesses against any tax increase triggered 

by the use of state loan or grant funds, saving business owners approximately $36 million. It also includes an 

additional $500 million in new funding for programs and grants for businesses and nonprofits, housing, health, 

unemployment insurance, energy assistance, education, and human services. This was an emergency bill that went 

into effect when the Governor signed it in February.   

 

Unfortunately, the bill is also a wealth-redistribution tool. The bill takes taxpayer money from one group and 

gives money to low-income Marylanders by giving away $178 million to 400,000 Marylanders who may have 

had the same income in 2020 as in 2019.  This is not Covid relief, but simple redistribution of money.  It not only 

redistributes wealth in 2020, but takes $478 million in taxpayer money each year until 2024 and gives it to people 

who claim the Earned Income Tax Credit. 

 
Maryland’s Fiscal Year 2022 Operating Budget 

House Bill 588 – Fiscal 2022 Budget Bill & HB 589 Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act 

The chart below shows that the operating budget this year ballooned upward with $7.9 billion in new spending.  

In next year’s budget, most of that new spending remains, with the state spending $52.4 billion  

 

This year’s budget was balanced on the back of a huge federal 

bailout to the states.  Even with all of the new spending, the 

budget enhances the state’s savings accounts including $1.4 

billion in the Rainy Day Fund and nearly $700 million fund 

balance in the General Fund. 

 

Even with all of the federal money and new taxes, a projected 

fiscal 2023 budget shortfall is projected. 

 

Since 2008, the rate of spending-increase is well above the rate 

of inflation, and this year’s spike in spending will lead to the 

need to invent new taxes, like the Rain Tax or this year’s App Tax, or to increase the taxes we have now.    

 

I could not vote for this huge increase in spending that will harm our state.  In order to prevent significant tax 

increases or to even provide meaningful tax reductions and to help businesses to come to Maryland, this rate of 

spending increase must be reduced.   
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The Tax Foundation, a non-profit, non-partisan think tank, ranks Maryland as #442 when it comes to business 

friendliness. In order to attract more jobs to Maryland and to help more Maryland families get back to work, we 

need to continue to improve the business environment in our state. The way to start this is painfully simple. Stop 

spending and borrowing so much money.  

 

When I first ran for office, I believed that tax increases would hurt Maryland’s businesses and families. 

Marylanders pay enough taxes as it is. I believed that Maryland had a spending problem – not a revenue 

problem.  In recognition of that reality, I signed the Taxpayer Protection Pledge committing to oppose and vote 

against any and all efforts to increase taxes.   

 

HB Maryland’s Fiscal Year 2021 Capital Budget (New State Debt)  

Did you know that this year, the State of Maryland owes $60.7 billion, and that each Maryland citizen currently 

owes $10,003 according to the Maryland Debt Clock?3 

 

This year Governor Hogan proposed, and the General 

Assembly agreed, to borrow another $1.105 billion. While 

this is concerning, in Governor O’Malley’s last year, 

Fiscal Year 2015, Maryland borrowed $1.18 billion in new 

debt. Governor Hogan and the General Assembly reduced 

new debt per year, but this year’s loan is the highest since 

Governor Hogan was elected. 

 

In many ways, what we do in the Capital Budget, is like 

using our children’s credit cards. We run up debt in 

their names, reap the benefit of all projects, and then we 

leave the responsibility of paying to future generations. This is not responsible government, and I voted 

against this borrowing bill.   

 

The above chart shows annual payments on bonds in blue and the income from property taxes as the red line. 

The State of Maryland is paying for on our debt than we take in.  The state has designed the property tax to pay 

for all of the bond payments, but unfortunately it has not kept up with the borrowing.  The gap is flattening, but 

further reducing the annual borrowing is needed to once again have the property taxes pay the interest and 

principal payments on the debt, without raising the property tax. 

 

 

POLICE RESTRICTION LAWS: 

 

I strongly support our police and stand with them as they work to maintain law and order. Unfortunately, the 

Maryland legislature has removed protections from our officers like the law- enforcement bill-of-rights 

protections, making policing more difficult in our state. 

 

One would think with Baltimore City having the 4th highest murder rate in the nation4, that the legislature 

would be focused on reducing crime.  Instead, they are defending criminals and removing tools that would help 

keep our neighborhoods safe across the state.  

 

  

 
2 https://files.taxfoundation.org/20180925174436/2019-State-Business-Tax-Climate-Index.pdf 
3 http://www.usdebtclock.org/state-debt-clocks/state-of-maryland-debt-clock.html 
4 https://www.insidermonkey.com/blog/top-10-u-s-cities-with-highest-murders-in-2020-877995/2/ 

https://files.taxfoundation.org/20180925174436/2019-State-Business-Tax-Climate-Index.pdf
http://www.usdebtclock.org/state-debt-clocks/state-of-maryland-debt-clock.html
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Without support, police personnel are looking to leave for other states or are leaving for entirely new 

professions.  It is hard enough to recruit good police officers and correctional officers now, but after these 

changes, we will have an even harder time recruiting good officers. The three bills in this section were vetoed 

by Governor Hogan, but unfortunately the Democrat supermajority overrode the vetoes. 

 

SB 71 - Body-Worn Cameras & Limiting Use of Force  

This bill requires use of body cameras by all county police departments by 2025, but does 

not pay for any of the cameras.  This unfunded mandate will come out of local governments’ 

budgets for their police departments which will either result in tax increases, reallocation 

of money from other programs, or cutting police personnel.  While body cameras are a good 

idea, this bill will financially hurt local governments and their police departments. 

 

The most harmful part of this bill, however, changes the standard for “Use of Force” by 

police officers, which changes the perspective from that of the “reasonable” police officer 

to one of the “totality of the circumstances.” The use of force is required to be ‘proportional’ 

– and to adjust to the force being used against the officer. The officer may only mirror (and 

slightly exceed) the force being used by the suspect, with the suspect given the first swing/shot. The penalty 

for misjudgment is criminal for the officer (punishable by up to 10 years in prison), together with the possibility 

of civil liability. 

 

SB 178 - Restricting Search Warrants & Opening Records Relating to Police Misconduct  

In determining whether to issue a no-knock search warrant, this bill requires a judge to weigh increased risk to 

officers’ lives of doing a knock-and-announce warrant with the risk posed to innocent people and pets on the 

property who might be injured during the course of a no-knock warrant.  The bill also restricts search warrants to 

only occur from 8 AM to 7 PM and requires officers executing a knock to announce the warrant and to wait for 

20 seconds before forcing entry. Essentially, the bill outlaws no-knock warrants, which might seem reasonable 

until you consider gang activity and drug activity with criminals who are heavily armed. 

 

In addition, this bill makes police officers’ personnel files available for public inspection with respect to 

administrative discipline and even anonymous complaints (whether or not sustained). The bill also allows for the 

publicizing of unsubstantiated – unsworn – accusations against police officers. This is an unwarranted attack 

on their privacy and is not done in the case of any other public official, including state legislators.  

 

HB 670 - Police Discipline and Law Enforcement Programs and Procedures  

This bill removes the current Law Enforcement Officer’s Bill of Rights (LEOBR) and replaces it with a 

complicated, multi-step system that will involve a number of different boards, and appellate processes. It involves 

civilians (meant to increase community confidence in the policing process) and undermines protection of police 

officers from retaliatory activism.  The bill also extends the State civil-liability cap to claims of violation of 

Constitutional rights, more than doubling the cap (from $400K to $890K).  

 

I don’t know who would be willing to serve given these new rules.  My heart aches for existing police officers and 

for our state facing the repercussions of these actions.  Already we are having a hard time recruiting police officers, 

and this it going to make it even more difficult. 
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Landlord/Tenant Issues: 

Thankfully, the next two bills did not pass, but I note them here because they almost did and would hurt 

renters and landlords across the state.  The result of the bills would cause good renters to pay more in rent and 

have less rental properties to choose from.  For the tenants, it would put many of them out of business and would 

cause some of them to go bankrupt.  Note that there were other rental bills that thankfully also didn’t pass, like 

HB 18 that would provide state paid lawyers to defend against their evictions.   

 

HB 1312 – Landlord and Tenant – Eviction Actions – Catastrophic Health Emergencies  

This bill eliminates virtually all landlord rights and protections during a 

catastrophic health emergency. The bill applies to tenants who experience a 

“substantial loss of income” due to job loss, reduction in hours, closure of their 

place of employment, or because they miss work to care for family members 

during a catastrophic health emergency.  

 

If they meet this criteria, and do not pay their rent, they cannot be evicted for 

up to a full year. While the tenants remain responsible for the payment of the 

rent, they likely would never pay, and the landlords would suffer greatly with 

no rent funds coming in to cover mortgage payments, taxes, and other maintenance and expenses. 

 

HB 1008 - Failure to Pay Rent Proceedings - Sealing of Court Records requires the District Court to seal court 

records related to failure-to-pay rent proceedings. This bill would prevent landlords from checking court records 

to ascertain the past rental history of potential renters.  

 

One effect of these bills would be to have less affordable housing and to get rid of small investors in homes so 

that you would only have the large renters being able to afford renting houses. Thankfully, these bills were stopped 

in the Senate. 

 

2nd AMENDMENT INFRINGEMENTS 

HB 175 - Public Safety - Ammunition - Sales and Transfers 

This unconstitutional gun control bill further infringed on our Second Amendment right to protect ourselves. It 

would require a NICS (National Instant Criminal Background Check System) background check for every 

purchase of ammunition and would record the buyer's information as well as the seller's information.  This 

information includes the name, address, date of birth, phone number, date of sale, ID number, amount of 

purchase, and signature.  This not only has the possibility of overloading the NICS system (which is already 

strained), but encroaches on the personal actions of each citizen.   

 

If passed, this bill would have required ammunition dealers to submit extensively detailed records of 

ammunition recipients to state police, while affording the Secretary the discretion to draft regulations which 

may result in indefinite retention of these records. In effect, this would result in a registry, raising obvious 

Fourth Amendment concerns. Thankfully, this bill was withdrawn after huge amounts of complaints. 

 

HB 4 Veto Override: 

Instead of focusing on making our state safer, the General Assembly decided to further restrict the rights of law-

abiding citizens by passing an unnecessary ban on transferring long guns. The bill passed in 2020, was vetoed 

by Governor Hogan, was overridden by the legislature, and will now become law. It bans the sale or transfer of 

long guns between private individuals without first paying fees and obtaining government permission.   

 

Firearm sales between friends, neighbors, or fellow hunters would not be exempted. This legislation makes it 

more difficult for individuals to exercise their Second Amendment rights.  I voted “No” to sustain the 

Governor’s veto and am disappointed that the legislature took this action.  
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ILLEGAL ALIENS 

SB 218 – Maryland’s Bailout #2 – This time for illegal aliens  

Not happy with SB 496, the Maryland Democrat Leadership wanted to expand the taxpayer giveaway to also give 

taxpayer money to illegal aliens.  This bill gives away $500 of Maryland Taxpayer money for each dependent 

child of illegal alien families.  The bill passed with every Republican in the House and Senate voting against it 

along with three Democrats in the House also voting no.  This became law without the Governor’s signature. 

HB 16 – Restricting Police from Using the 287g Program  

This bill prohibits state and local detention facilities from being used 

to detain illegal aliens in cooperation with ICE, unless another crime 

would have detained them. The bill prohibits the construction of any 

facility in any locality to house detained illegal immigrants. In 

addition, local governments partnering with the 287g program can 

only seek immigration detainers for crimes of violence or sexual 

offenses. Any local governments that participate in the 287g program 

and pause their participation may not resume their participation at a 

later date. This bill passed the House and Senate now heads to the 

Governor, where I hope it is vetoed. 

 

CRIME INCREASE BILLS 

SB 494 - Juvenile Non-Punishment Act  

This bill prohibits a judge from sentencing anyone under 18 to life without parole, allows a judge to sentence 

below a mandatory minimum, and allows for an individual who was a juvenile at the time of the crime to 

petition a judge for sentence modification after they have served 20 years minus about 5 years for good time 

credits. Reasonable amendments were offered to this bill that would exempt those convicted of violent crimes, 

including juveniles who murdered police officers, such the one convicted of murdering Officer Amy Caprio. 

These were rejected. The Governor vetoed this legislation, but the General Assembly overrode his veto. 

 

 

HB 222 - Criminals in Jail Voting Act 

HB 222 requires the State Board of Elections 

to establish a program to encourage 

incarcerated criminals to vote while 

incarcerated in a pretrial capacity and for 

those incarcerated for misdemeanor 

convictions. The House version of the bill 

would have even required ballot drop boxes at 

each prison. Thankfully, that part didn’t pass. 

 

HB 445/SB 671 – Drug Tickets instead of Arrest 

For possession of controlled dangerous substances (CDS) including cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, and other 

dangerous drugs, this bill allows criminals to get off the hook with a ticket instead of arrest. Decreasing 

penalties for serious killing drugs is the wrong direction to go, and I voted along with 37 others in the House 

against this bill.  Unbelievably, this bill passed in the State Senate unanimously.   

 

SB 420 – Legalizing Drug Paraphernalia  

This bill decriminalizes hypodermic syringe, needle, or any other object or combination of objects used to 

inject, ingest, inhale, or otherwise introduce controlled dangerous substances into the human body. This bill 

passed the House and Senate and is headed to the Governor’s desk. 
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ELECTION INTEGRITY 

HB 965 - Stop Congressional Gerrymandering* 

Did you know that there are no legal standards in Maryland that 

need to be followed when we redistrict for Congress every 10 years 

except that each district must have equal population and that it can’t 

be a racial gerrymander? Other than that, anything goes, unless the 

courts act.  Either way, that is why Maryland’s 2011 congressional 

districts were able to be so blatantly gerrymandered.   

 

This year, I introduced a bill that would require Maryland’s 

Congressional Districts to follow the same rules as the state 

legislative maps rules as specified in the Maryland Constitution.  This would require each district to consist of 

adjoining territory, be compact in form, and of substantially equal population. Due regard shall be given to 

natural boundaries and the boundaries of political subdivisions. 

 

The bill was not even given a vote.  Thankfully, Governor Hogan has directed his redistricting commission to 

follow these rules as they make the next Congressional Map recommendation. 

 

HB 1192 - Signature Verification of Absentee Ballots 

Did you know that when you vote with an absentee ballot, no one checks the signature on your ballot to see if it 

was actually signed by you, and not someone else?  

 

Right now, there is no process to compare signatures on ballots to a voter’s registration forms. Maryland is one 

of only 18 states that do not verify a voter’s identity, despite 32 other states and the District of Columbia 

requiring election officials to validate signatures on absentee ballots. This session, I introduced a bill that would 

do just that: check signatures for absentee ballot requests.  

 

If the absentee ballot request’s signature does not match with the registration record, the Board of Elections 

would contact the voter who requested the ballot and directs them to submit an additional form of identification 

such as driver’s license, social security card, voter registration card, etc. This additional process and step of 

security would help ensure the integrity of our election process and give Maryland voters a sense of confidence 

in their vote.  Unfortunately, the bill did not pass, but this is an important issue that I will continue to work for. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

HB 964 - Slow Vehicles Keep Right* 

Did you know that Maryland is one of only 5 states that does not have 

a law governing the use of the left lane? 

 

This year, I introduced this practical, non-partisan bill that would help 

increase safety and capacity on highways in Maryland. As a traffic 

engineer, I am committed to increasing the safety, capacity, and 

efficiency of roads.  

 

Slow drivers in the left lane force motorists who want to pass, to pass on the right, and then to dart around 

traffic to move forward. By having a committed lane for passing, drivers will be able to more safely pass those 

who are driving slower, and slower drivers will not have to be frightened by drivers passing on both sides. 

 

The bill passed 130-2 in the House, but one Senator put the bill on hold, killing it for the year. I was thankful for 

support from legislators who previously opposed this bill and helped it pass in the House and the Senate Judicial 

Proceedings Committee. I am hopeful that next year this bill will finally pass and help increase roadway safety. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

SB 414 - Increase Maryland’s Cost of Electricity Act of 2021 

This massive bill was close to passing, but thankfully, did not pass this year.  The bill would greatly increase the 

cost of electricity for every Marylander and Maryland business, making it even harder for Maryland to compete 

with neighboring states for businesses.   

 

The bill would require the State to reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions 

by 60% from 2006 levels by 2030. It would require the State to achieve net-

zero statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 and would require the 

Maryland Department of Labor to adopt regulations establishing certain 

energy conservation requirements for certain buildings by July 1, 2022.   

 

In addition, it would mandate that the state plant and maintain 5,000,000 sustainable trees of species native to 

the State by the end of 2030. Many people have already contacted my office about trees being planted in the 

State’s right-of-way hurting their home values, blocking sight distance from driveways, hiding their homes 

thereby increasing crime, and even the state removing fruit trees from orchards in order to replace them with 

native scrub trees.  This bill would multiply those issues. 

 

While this bill may have good intentions, even not considering the huge electricity cost increase, the extensive 

requirements are extremely expensive and stricter than any neighboring states. By mandating expensive school 

construction and more expensive state vehicles and buses, the costs would have been excessive, and this 

spending increase is a poor choice as our state recovers from the effects of COVID-19.  
 

HB 391 – $100 Fine for Balloon Releases  

This bill prohibits the release of balloons for any occasion.  Should balloon releases occur, the participants 

would be faced with a $100 fine as well as up to 6 hours of community service.  Currently, many individuals 

use the release of balloons to memorialize loved ones who have passed away.5 This bill prohibits that activity in 

all parts of the state, even though the main environmental concern was in the Chesapeake Bay areas. 

 

SOCIAL ISSUES 

HB 449 – Eliminating Husband and Wife from Maryland Marriage Licenses 

This bill alters designations on marriage licenses and certificates from the uses of “husband” and “wife” to 

Party 1 and Party 2. I offered an amendment that would allow couples the option to use the terms husband and 

wife in their marriage license and records. The amendment was denied, and against my vote, the House and 

Senate voted to make couples “Party 1 and Party 2.” This legislation diminishes marriage in Maryland, reducing 

it to a mere contract.  

 

It is disappointing that married couples won't be allowed to identify as they would like.  In addition, this will 

end ways for future historians to research marriages and will make genealogies harder to reconcile. 

 

  

 
5 https://www.kwtx.com/2021/05/11/dozens-gather-for-balloon-release-to-honor-drowning-victim/ 
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HB 132 / SB 41 - Counseling 12-Year-Olds without Parental Notification   

This terrible bill hurts vulnerable children and takes away parents’ abilities to protect their children. It allows a 

12-year-old to go through extended counseling without any notification to a parent or a guardian. The 

counselors may tell the parents if they feel like it, but are not even ALLOWED to tell the parents if the 

therapist, "believes the disclosure will lead to harm to the minor or deter the minor from seeking care." It's just 

easier and safer, then, for the school psychologist to completely exclude the child’s parents.  

 

At a very impressionable age, this bill allows a school psychologist to influence children without any oversight 

from those that care most about the child: the parents. The school psychologist has full authority to espouse 

values that might go completely against what the parents would want. Perhaps completely against what their 

church or synagogue might be teaching and causing confusion for the child. This will allow school counselors 

to see children regularly, influencing them at a pivotal time in the child’s life, without parents even knowing 

what is going on and being prevented from helping. 

 

LOCAL BILLS 

SB 926 Economic Development –Hagerstown Multi–Use Sports and Events Facility 

As passed, this bill approves the Maryland Stadium Authority to take a loan of $59.5 million to finance the 

acquisition, design, construction, and related expenses to construct the Multi-Use Sports & Events facility 

within the City of Hagerstown.  The money will be paid back through $3.75 million annual mandatory spending 

from Maryland’s General Fund until the loan is paid. 

 

In addition to the borrowing, Governor Hogan put $8.5 million dollars in this year’s budget towards this 

stadium facility.  The General Assembly has approved to borrow an additional $1.5 million in the recently 

passed Capital Budget towards this project as well.  

 

This project is a top-priority project from the Governor and allows a total of $69.5 million state dollars to be 

spent toward the stadium.  The original bill called for the loan to be paid back from lottery money, a program 

that was created to construct stadiums.  With the way the bill was approved, however, the money is not coming 

from the lottery, but directly from the General Fund.  As such, the taxes from all Marylanders will be paying for 

Hagerstown’s new facility. 

 

HB 962 – Washington County - Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Programs - Essential Caregivers* 

During the last year of the COVID-19 pandemic, my office heard 

many heartbreaking stories from constituents and individuals across 

the state about loved ones dying alone in nursing homes, many of 

which had been isolated in lockdown for several months. In fact, 

social isolation is now listed as a cause or contributing factor on death 

certificates.  I introduced a bill, modeled after several other states’ 

policies, to allow designated caregivers the ability to regularly care for 

loved ones at all times, including during a situation like the COVID-

19 lockdowns. 
 

The bill allowed Washington County nursing homes and assisted living facilities to create guidelines for a 

designated family member/close friend to enter the facility, adhere to COVID-19 protocols, and help care and 

advocate for their loved one. I am thankful for the unanimous support of the bill from the Washington County 

Board of Commissioners and the Washington County Delegation. Unfortunately, the Health and Government 

Operations Committee did not vote on the bill.  

 

 
 


