
 

Page 1 of 12 
 

April 28, 2022 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

Thank you for visiting my State Delegate website and opening this letter. The legislative session 

recently finished, and the following pages highlight bills that I think you might be interested in.   

 

It’s a lot, so I encourage you to look at the table of contents and then read about the bills that are most 

interesting to you. As you read the bills, please note that the starred bills (*) are bills that I introduced. 

You can also learn more about those bills and other bills that I introduced by going to 

delegateneilparrott.org. 

 

I believe that government should represent the people, and I strive to do that for my district every time 

the House is in Session. In the Gettysburg Address toward the end of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln 

proclaimed that, "This nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of 

the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the Earth.”  

 

Our government is of, by, and for the people and should be there to protect our freedoms.  I believe this 

philosophy and try to keep it in mind with every vote I take. I want to work to protect our freedoms 

rather than diminish them. This includes financial freedoms, as well as our basic God-given freedoms as 

described in the Bill of Rights.  

 

The 2022 session completes my last regular session serving in the Maryland House of Delegates. First 

elected in 2010, being able to represent Washington County in Annapolis has been an honor.  January 

2023 will end my time in the Maryland House of Delegates, but I hope to serve you in different ways in 

the future and to continue being a positive force for change in Maryland.  

 

I hope you find the information about this past session informative.  If you have any questions, or if I 

can be of service to you, please contact me by email at neil.parrott@house.state.md.us or by phone at 

(301) 660-4263. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

  

Neil C. Parrott 

Maryland House of Delegates, District 2A
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BUDGET AND TAX ISSUES: 

Veto Overrides on Bills Passed in the December, 2021 Special Session 

What are some of the top issues people have faced this year? Utility costs? Jobs? Rising taxes? During the 2021 

Regular Session, I voted against the following three bills in the House, Governor Hogan vetoed these bills, but 

unfortunately, the General Assembly overrode Hogan’s veto for each of the three described below.  

 

HB 174 – Increase Marylanders’ Utility Costs  

Didn’t you pay too much on your utility bills this past winter?  

 

This bill contributed to those increased costs by requiring utility 

contractors to increase their labor costs by paying an artificial 

“prevailing wage” on private contracts. All gas and electric companies 

have been forced to pay their employees more.  Depending on what 

job they are doing, the rates continue to go up above the market rate. 

These new costs are projected to raise costs for utility projects by up 

to 5%. This cost is then passed on to the consumer.  

 

Governor Hogan stated in his veto letter, “This legislation threatens to put additional undue financial stress on 

Maryland ratepayers at a critical period where they continue to face the detrimental fiscal and social impacts of 

the COVID-19 pandemic.”1 People are already strained due to rising utility costs; this utility increase hurt 

Marylanders even more. I was thankful to stand with Governor Hogan against this cost increase. 

 

HB 278 – Make the Job Creation Tax Credit Unachievable 

Started in 1996, the Job Creation Tax Credit is a program designed to provide income tax credits to state 

businesses that create new jobs. This program is a good incentive for business expansion or for new businesses 

to come to our state.  

 

Unfortunately, this bill minimizes this program’s impact and eliminates small companies from being able to 

participate in the program. It imposes tighter restrictions for businesses to be eligible for the credit. To be 

eligible for the tax credit now, the business must pay employees at least 50% more than the already high state 

minimum wage, as well as provide career advancement training, the right to collectively bargain, paid leave, 

worker’s compensation, employer-provided health insurance, and retirement benefits.  

 

Governor Hogan indicated that, “House Bill 278 will cause Maryland’s Job Creation Tax Credit to become 

underutilized, defeating its purpose. We need to support Maryland’s job creators, not impose burdensome 

restrictions on successful incentive programs that bring economic growth to our state.”2 While the benefits for 

employees could be good, many new businesses are unable to afford the costs of these benefits and this bill will 

reduce new jobs for Marylanders. 

 

HB 319 – Local Tax Increase for Working Families Act of 2021 

This bill raises the minimum local income tax from 1% to 2.25% and makes counties with tax rates under 2.6% 

ineligible for certain grants. It also allows for creation of a bracketed local tax system, rather than a flat income 

tax rate. While the cap for the income tax is still hypothetically set to 3.2%, the bill’s language encourages 

increasing that cap in certain situations.  

 

Governor Hogan noted that the most troubling aspect of the bill, “is that it masquerades as tax relief, when in 

reality there is no requirement for counties that implement a bracketed tax system to actually cut taxes.”3 

  

 
1 https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/HB174.SB95-Public-Utilities-Prevailing-Wage-VETO.pdf 
2 https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/veto_letters/hb0278.pdf 
3 https://www.mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/veto_letters/hb0319.pdf 
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2022 BILLS: 

SB 275 – Time to Close Businesses Act of 2022 

This bill that was passed in the regular 2022 session is ironically officially called the “Time to Care Act of 

2022.” The bill creates a state-run new social program, funded by a $1.6 BILLION payroll tax, to cover up to 12 

weeks of paid leave in a 12-month period. Leave could potentially even be extended to 24 weeks of leave in 

some circumstances. Employees could take the leave for a personal illness, or for any family or friend whose 

illness requires continued treatment.  

 

The Department of Labor will set a cost- sharing proportion for 

the payroll tax every two years. Employers could potentially 

cover 25%-75% of the premium, while employees would cover 

the rest. The amount of the weekly benefit depends on the 

employee’s salary or wage and would be capped at $1,000 per 

week. The bill does not require the employee to have worked 

for the current employer for any amount of time before taking 

the leave, so an employee could start work and then begin the 

12 weeks of leave a few days into the new job.  

 

Maryland small business owners are already struggling to find and keep employees, as well as to make ends 

meet. This bill costs all Maryland businesses and workers in a new tax that will simply encourage new 

businesses not come to Maryland and will continue to increase Maryland’s inflation rate.  I voted against this 

harmful bill, but the Democrat-controlled General Assembly passed the bill and overrode Governor Hogan’s 

veto. This bill will go into effect between June 1, 2022, and January 1, 2023.  

 

2022 Tax-Cut Package Bills 

(HB 1468, HB 2/SB 598, HB 282/SB 316, HB 288, HB 492/SB 571, HB 364/SB 488, HB 1151) 

In good news, but nothing in comparison to the tax increase noted above, this year’s budget includes $350 million 

in tax relief through several enacted bills, the most significant being the Retirement Tax Elimination Act which 

is discussed in the next item.  

 

Sales Tax exemptions have been provided for diapers and baby products through HB 282/SB 316 and HB 288; 

these products include diapers, rash cream, baby wipes, baby bottles, and infant car seats. Certain oral hygiene 

products, medical devices, and diabetic care products have also been given tax exemptions. A Work Opportunity 

tax credit is also provided to companies so that employers are incentivized to hire workers from underserved 

communities. 

 

SB 405/ HB 420 - Retirement Tax Elimination Act of 2022 

This bill would allow for Marylanders who are 65 or older, or 55 and older and retired from specific positions, to 

claim a credit against the state income tax. It provides relief for retired individuals whose retirement income is up 

to $100,000 or couples making up to $150,000. This credit has a few caveats, but typically the credit would be 

$1,000 for an individual filing individually or $1,750 for spouses filing jointly.  

 

In my opinion, the tax credit should not have had a cap on who could use it in order to have a fair playing ground 

and to encourage wealthier Marylanders to stay in the state upon retirement.  Even so, the bill passed unanimously 

in the Senate and the House and was signed by the Governor on April 1st, 2022, and it takes effect July 1, 2022.  

 
MARYLAND’S FISCAL YEAR 2023 OPERATING BUDGET 

SB 290 – Fiscal 2023 Budget Bill & HB 589 Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act 

The chart below shows that after incorporating a lot of federal COVID funds, the operating budget proposed for 

this year, Fiscal Year(FY) 2022 exploded with 62.9 billion in spending.  In next year’s budget, the spending 

maintains this astronomical increase, but without as many federal dollars.  The budget increases 12% from FY 

2021 to $61.0 billion – an additional $6.5 billion dollars. 
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This year’s budget was balanced on the back of a huge federal bailout to the states.  Even with all of the new 

spending, the budget enhances the state’s savings accounts including $2.35 billion in the Rainy Day Fund and 

nearly $211 million in the General Fund. 
 

Since 2008, the rate of spending-increase is 

well above the rate of inflation, and this 

year’s spike in spending will lead to the need 

to raise taxes in the future.    

 

I could not vote for this huge increase in 

spending that will harm our state.  In order to 

prevent significant tax increases or to even 

provide meaningful tax reductions and to 

help businesses to come to Maryland, this 

rate of spending increase must be reduced.   

 

The Tax Foundation, a non-profit, non-

partisan think tank, this year ranks Maryland 

as #464 when it comes to business friendliness. Only Connecticut, California, New York, and New Jersey rank 

worse than Maryland. In order to attract more jobs to Maryland and to help more Maryland families get back to 

work, we need to continue to improve the business environment in our state. The way to start this is simple. Stop 

spending and borrowing so much money.  

 

When I first ran for office, I believed that tax increases would hurt Maryland’s businesses and families. 

Marylanders pay enough taxes as it is. I believed that Maryland had a spending problem – not a revenue 

problem.  In recognition of that reality, I signed the Taxpayer Protection Pledge committing to oppose and vote 

against any and all efforts to increase taxes.  The spending problem is continuing at unsustainable rates without a 

significant increase in taxes which I believe will happen in the next couple of years based on this budget. 

 

SB 291 Maryland’s Fiscal Year 2023 Capital Budget (New State Debt)  

Did you know that this year, the State of Maryland owes $60.9 billion, and that each Maryland citizen currently 

owes nearly $9,600 according to the Maryland Debt Clock?5 

 

This year Governor Hogan proposed, and the General 

Assembly agreed, to borrow another $1.22 billion. This is the 

highest amount borrowed since Fiscal Year 2015 under 

Governor O’Malley, when Maryland borrowed $1.18 billion in 

new debt.  

 

In many ways, what we do in the Capital Budget is like using 

our children’s credit cards. We run up debt in 

their names, reap the benefit of all projects, and then we leave 

the responsibility of paying to future generations. This is not 

responsible government, and I voted against this borrowing bill.   

 

The above chart shows annual interest and principal payments on Maryland’s loan in blue and the income from 

property taxes as the red line. The State of Maryland is paying more for our debt than we take in through 

property taxes.  The state has designed the property tax to pay for all of the bond payments, but unfortunately, it 

has not kept up with the borrowing, resulting in the general fund having to pay the deficit. 

 
4 https://files.taxfoundation.org/20220104110127/2022-State-Business-Tax-Climate-Index3.pdf  
5 http://www.usdebtclock.org/state-debt-clocks/state-of-maryland-debt-clock.html 

https://files.taxfoundation.org/20220104110127/2022-State-Business-Tax-Climate-Index3.pdf
about:blank
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HB 1080 – Legal and Illegal Alien Paid Medical Care for Pregnancies  

This bill expands Medicaid for legal and illegal aliens to provide “comprehensive medical care and other health 

care services to non-citizen pregnant women” and their children who are less than one year old. It is estimated 

that Medicaid expenditures would increase by $140.5 million annually, costing taxpayers even more money.  

 

This bill simply makes Maryland more of a magnet for people who enter our country illegally.  The bill passed 

with most Republicans in the House and Senate voting against it.  The bill became law without the Governor’s 

signature.  

 

LANDLORD/TENANT ISSUES 

HB 521 - Failure to Pay Rent Proceedings - Sealing of Court Records  

The result of this bill would cause good renters to pay more in rent and have 

fewer rental properties to choose from.  For the tenants, it would put many of 

them out of business and would cause some of them to go bankrupt. This bill 

requires the District Court to seal court records related to failure-to-pay rent 

proceedings. Unfortunately, it will prevent landlords from checking court 

records to ascertain the past rental history of potential renters.  

 

One effect of this bill will be less affordable housing. Small investors in homes will be unable to continue 

investing, so only the large renters would be able to afford renting houses. Hopefully, the Governor will veto this 

bill.  

 

2nd AMENDMENT 

HB 425/ SB387 Untraceable Firearms – Expanding Maryland’s Firearm Restrictions 

Instead of focusing on making our state safer, the General Assembly decided to further restrict the rights of law-

abiding citizens. This bill expands the definition of a firearm to include an “unfinished frame or receiver.” Now, 

Marylanders can be charged with carrying a firearm if they even have a piece of a firearm. 
 

Through this law, Marylanders cannot “purchase, receive, sell, offer to sell, or transfer an unfinished frame or 

receiver unless it…has been, imprinted with a serial number by a 

federally licensed firearms manufacturer or federally licensed firearms 

importer.” Even previously owned firearms are under this law, if they 

were manufactured after October 22, 1968.  

 

The bill will be effective June 1st, 2022. If violated, an individual could 

face a 5-year imprisonment or a $10,000 fine. Firearm sales between 

friends, neighbors, or fellow hunters would not be exempted. This 

legislation makes it more difficult for individuals to exercise their 

Second Amendment rights.  It became law without the Governor’s signature on April 9th, 2022.   

 

HB 1021 – Putting Many Small Licensed Firearms Dealers Out-of-Business 

HB1021 states that a dealer cannot conduct their business or store their firearms at their business unless the 

dealer has specific security measures. The dealer needs to have cameras installed and operating, both inside and 

outside the building(s) where firearms are, as well as bars or grates on all windows and doors of the building. A 

continually monitored burglary alarm must be installed as well as physical barriers that stop vehicles from 

breaking into the building.  

 

If a firearm dealer violates this, they are subject to a $1,000 fine. If the individual offends again, they could 

have their license suspended or revoked. The bill does not give firearms dealers any time to come into 

compliance with the measure. I voted against this bill because it puts undue burden on firearms dealers. I am 

thankful that Governor Hogan vetoed this harmful legislation, but unfortunately, the general assembly overrode 

the veto.   
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Many small firearms dealers will find it cost prohibitive or even impossible to comply with this new law.  I 

have already heard many people indicate that they are going to have to close their business as a result of this 

law that doesn’t have any grandfathering clauses and no help to be able to comply with the new rules. 

 

HB 816 – Tax Exemptions for Firearm Safety Devices* 

Things like gun safes and lockboxes are important for proper safe storage of firearms. Like in many other states, 

both Republican and Democrat controlled, I introduced HB 816 to remove the sales tax for the first $500 of the 

cost to purchases firearm safety devices.  

 

This bill would encourage safe storage of firearms. Even having a childproof safety lock could result in 31% 

fewer accidental deaths due to firearm accidents, so why shouldn’t we be promoting safety devices for 

firearms? Unfortunately, the Ways and Means Committee did not even allow a vote on this bill. 

 

CRIME INCREASE BILLS 

I strongly support our police and stand with them as they work to maintain law and order. Unfortunately, the 

Maryland legislature has removed protections from our officers like the law- enforcement bill-of-rights 

protections, making policing more difficult in our state. 

 

One would think with Baltimore City having the 2nd highest murder rate in the nation6, that 

the legislature would be focused on reducing crime.  Instead, this year they continued 

defending criminals and removing tools that would help keep our neighborhoods safe across 

the state.  

 

Without support, police personnel are looking to leave for other states or are leaving for 

entirely new professions.  It is hard enough to recruit good police officers and correctional 

officers now, but after these changes, we will have an even harder time recruiting good officers. 

 

SB 53/ HB 269 – Prohibiting Juvenile Interrogations Act  

This bill effectively prohibits police from questioning anyone under 18 for any crime, even for rape or murder. 

The juvenile is required to consult with an attorney, and the police must attempt to contact the juvenile’s parent 

or guardian before the child can be questioned. These are large hurdles for law enforcement to deal with, 

especially as no funds or programs are put in place in order to satisfy the burdensome requirements.  

 

This bill will hurt criminal investigations and make communities less safe. The bill also limits juvenile rights, as 

juveniles now cannot speak to the police without consultation with an attorney. The Governor vetoed this 

legislation, but the General Assembly overrode his veto. 

 

HB 609 – Limiting Removal of County Health Officers 

While local health officers are important to our state, it is also important that they be held to the same standards 

as other, similar offices, and that they be held accountable if there are any problems with their work. This bill 

sets local health officers apart.  

 

Instead of being appointed and removed only by the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Health like every 

other appointed official in a similar office, a multistep process must be completed instead. The local health 

officer can now only be terminated if the Secretary and the Governing Body agree to the removal, and then the 

Secretary must hold a hearing and determines that the health officer should be removed. If the employee did not 

like the result, he could request a hearing at a circuit court.  

 

This process would make it even harder for turnover of local health officials. I voted against this bill. The 

governor vetoed the legislation, but the General Assembly overrode the veto.  
 

6 https://usabynumbers.com/cities-with-highest-murder-rate/  

https://usabynumbers.com/cities-with-highest-murder-rate/
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HB 1 – Constitutional Amendment - Legalizing Marijuana in Maryland 

My family just got back from New York City.  In downtown Manhattan, at Times Square, vendor trucks sell 

flavored marijuana marketed to young people.  The marijuana stench is everywhere, and no one seems worried 

about secondhand smoke from marijuana negatively affecting the health of those nearby even though the CDC 

says that it is legitimate concern including babies getting high.7               

 

Think about this coming to the already crime-ridden City of Baltimore, and now we will have even more drugs 

on the streets, not just marijuana, but the other drugs that accompany legalization.8  This bill is a mistake, and I 

hope that the voters will not vote for legalization, even though there will be lots of drug money in the state 

urging people to vote for legalization with no money on the other side. 

 

I believe that action should be taken on the Federal level to change marijuana from a Schedule 1 drug to a 

Schedule 2 drug. Based on medical marijuana that many state already allow, official research should be allowed 

to be undertaken to determine what benefits could possibly be achieved from various chemical compounds in 

Cannabis. 

 

When it comes to the legalization of recreational marijuana, I believe the costs of decriminalizing recreational 

marijuana use are too high to risk. In addition, studies show that there is a clear connection between Marijuana 

use and mental illness. Marijuana is more potent today than it was in the 1970’s, which leads to more issues.9  

 

This constitutional amendment not only legalizes marijuana, but also permits expungement of past convictions 

of marijuana possession and increases fines for smoking marijuana in public.  

 

ELECTION INTEGRITY 

HB 1 (2021) and SB 1012 (2022) – Stopping Congressional Gerrymandering* 

During the December 2021 Special Session, the legislature jammed through a bill that changed Maryland’s 

Congressional Map.  Every Republican and one Democrat voted against this bill.  Governor Hogan vetoed the 

bill, but the Democrat majority in the House and Senate overrode his veto, again, with no Republican support. 

 

The Princeton Gerrymandering Project (PGP) grades maps 

based on their fairness on a standard academic scale. .  

Maryland’s 2021 Congressional map received an F-grade. 

According to the PGP and seen here, the 2021 Congressional 

map is an 8 Democrat – 0 Republican map; all 8 districts were 

drawn in such a way that President Biden won each of the 

newly drawn Congressional Districts. 

 

This map did not give Marylanders fair representation; it removed our representation. It is a clear example 

of politicians hand-selecting and picking their voters for a predetermined outcome rather than allowing the 

voters to choose their representatives. 

 

I have been working for fair representation for 10 years and right after the veto override partnered with Judicial 

Watch to challenge this blatantly unfair map. We sued using several points, one of them being that the map 

violated the requirement for district boundaries according to Article 3, section 4 of the Maryland Constitution, 

which states that “Each legislative district shall consist of adjoining territory, be compact in form, and of 

substantially equal population. Due regard shall be given to natural boundaries and the boundaries of political 

subdivisions.”  

 

 
7 https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects/second-hand-smoke.html  
8 https://www.hudson.org/research/17052-the-colorado-experiment-legalized-marijuana-s-impact-in-colorado  
9 https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/marijuana-mental-illness-violence/. 

https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects/second-hand-smoke.html
https://www.hudson.org/research/17052-the-colorado-experiment-legalized-marijuana-s-impact-in-colorado
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The trial took place from March 15th through March 18th. Notably, a statistician who conducted statistical 

simulations on the Maryland Congressional map stated in his testimony, “Of the 95,000 maps under 

consideration, only one map had a Gerrymandering Index larger than the 2021 Plan.”  

 

Thankfully, the people of Maryland won!  The map was overturned, and in her decision, Senior Judge Battaglia 

indicated that the 2021 Congressional map was “a product of extreme partisan gerrymandering” and stated that 

“the 2021 Congressional Plan is unconstitutional and subverts that will of those governed.”  

As a result of the decision, the Maryland 

Legislature developed a new map that followed 

the rules set forth in the Maryland Constitution. 

The new Congressional map is shown on the left, 

and on April 4th, Governor Hogan passed this 

new Congressional map into law.  

 

While still a gerrymander, the 2022 map passed 

by the General Assembly finally attempted to 

respect political boundaries and restored all of 

Frederick County into Congressional District 6, as 

it should have been all along. As such, the 

“extremely partisan gerrymandered map” that was passed in December 2021 is gone.   

 

Is the new map completely fair?  No. But it is much better for the people of Maryland, which was the ultimate 

goal.  

 

HB 212 – Signature Verification of Absentee Ballots* 

Did you know that when you vote with an absentee ballot, no one checks the signature on your ballot to see if it 

was actually signed by you, and not someone else?  

 

Right now, there is no process to compare signatures on ballots to a voter’s registration forms. Maryland is one 

of only 16 states that do not verify a voter’s identity, despite 34 other states and the District of Columbia 

requiring election officials to validate signatures on absentee ballots.10 This session, I introduced a bill that 

would do just that: check signatures for absentee ballot requests.  

 

If the absentee ballot request’s signature does not match with the registration record, the Board of Elections 

would contact the voter who requested the ballot and direct them to submit an additional form of identification 

such as driver’s license, social security card, voter registration card, etc. This additional process and step of 

security would help ensure the integrity of our election process and give Maryland voters a sense of confidence 

in their vote.  Unfortunately, the bill did not pass, but election integrity is an important issue that I will continue 

to work for. 

 

HB 815 – Congressional Representative Residency Requirement* 

Did you know that 2012 was the last year that Western Maryland had a Congressional representative that lived 

in the district? 

 

This year, I introduced a bill that would require Maryland’s Congressional representative to live in the district 

that they seek to represent. The House of Delegates, Maryland Senate, and county office seats all require 

residency; there is already a residency requirement for every other geographic based office, why not for 

Congress? It’s just common sense that a person should live in the area that they represent. Unfortunately, the 

Ways and Means committee did not even give the bill a vote.   

 
10 https://campaignlegal.org/update/signature-matching-and-mail-ballots-safeguards-ensure-every-vote-counts 
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TRANSPORTATION 

HB 222 – Slow Vehicles Keep Right* 

Did you know that Maryland is one of only 5 states that does not have 

a law governing the use of the left lane? 

 

This year, I introduced this practical, non-partisan bill that would help 

increase safety and capacity on highways in Maryland. As a traffic 

engineer, I am committed to increasing the safety, capacity, and 

efficiency of roads.  

 

Slow drivers in the left lane force motorists who want to pass, to pass on the right, and then to dart around 

traffic to move forward. By having a committed lane for passing, drivers will be able to more safely pass those 

who are driving slower, and slower drivers will not have to be frightened by drivers passing on both sides. This 

bill will create safer interstates, reduce congestion, and encourage more courteous driving.  

 

The bill passed 124-5 in the House, and 46-0 in the Senate. I was thankful for support from legislators who 

helped it pass in the House and the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee. The bill will take effect in October 

and help to make Maryland’s roadways safer.   

 

ENVIRONMENT 

SB 528 - Increase Maryland’s Cost of Electricity Act of 2022 

This massive bill will greatly increase the cost of electricity for every Marylander and Maryland business, 

making it even harder for Maryland to compete with neighboring states for 

businesses.   

 

The bill would require the State to reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions 

by 60% from 2006 levels by 2030. It would require the State to achieve net-

zero statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 and would require the 

Maryland Department of Labor to adopt regulations establishing certain 

energy conservation requirements for certain buildings by July 1, 2022.   

 

In addition, it would mandate that the state plant and maintain 5,000,000 sustainable trees of species native to 

the State by the end of 2030. Many people have already contacted my office about trees being planted in the 

State’s right-of-way hurting their home values, blocking sight distance from driveways, hiding their homes 

thereby increasing crime, and even the state removing fruit trees from orchards in order to replace them with 

native scrub trees.  This bill will multiply those issues. 

 

While this bill may have good intentions, even not considering the huge electricity cost increase, the extensive 

requirements are extremely expensive and stricter than any neighboring state. By mandating expensive school 

construction and more expensive state vehicles and buses, the costs are excessive.  This spending increase is a 

poor choice as our state recovers from the effects of COVID-19 and will simply force inflation in Maryland to 

be higher than in adjacent states. 

 

Marylanders will also be on the hook for millions of taxpayer dollars pushed to community organizations to 

work in communities with neglected environments. Perhaps the costs of SB 528 could be justified if the bill had 

a chance to make any actual impact on climate change. Maryland does not exist in a bubble. It is illogical to 

believe that the lofty environmental goals of a 12,400 square mile state will make a difference in the global 

environment so significant as to impact climate change. This is even harder to believe when the technologies for 

the very solar energy and electric vehicles the bill promotes are manufactured in countries with dismal 

environmental policies. The bill only serves to make Maryland look environmentally virtuous while costing 

businesses, taxpayers, and rate payers more than many can afford. 
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SOCIAL ISSUES - ABORTION 

This year, I cosponsored two bills which would establish reasonable 

restrictions on abortions that many people would agree with.  The first, HB 

1230 prevents 3rd trimester abortions using dismemberment procedures which 

are harsh especially when one considers that the fetus clearly feels pain at 

that point.  The second, HB 735, would prevent abortions to occur after the 

fetus has a heartbeat at approximately 5 weeks gestation.   

 

However, instead of moving forward on these commonsense bills, the 

General Assembly attempted to pass two unnecessary and harmful pro-

abortion laws: HB 1171 and HB 937. While HB 1171 was stopped, 

unfortunately, HB 937 has become law following the General Assembly overriding the Governor’s veto.  

 

HB 1171 – Enshrining Abortion in the Maryland Constitution 

HB 1171 is a proposed Maryland State Constitution Bill that would enshrine abortion during all months of 

pregnancy as a right in the Maryland Constitution. This would prevent future legislators from being able to 

touch abortion laws except for through an arduous process of amending or undoing this proposed constitutional 

amendment.  

 

I voted against this bill in the House. Even so, the democratic supermajority pushed it through, and it passed 

with a vote of 93 to 42. Thankfully, the Senate stopped the bill after several amendments were drafted that 

would show how harmful this bill could be in the long term.  

 

HB 937 –Training Abortionists with Taxpayer Money & Allowing Abortions without a Dr. Present 

HB 937 mandates that $3.5 Million of taxpayer money be spent every year to train people to become 

abortionists in Maryland. Whether you agree with abortion or not, your tax dollars will be spent to train people 

to perform abortions and then your tax dollars will be used based on other legislation to perform abortions. 

Thomas Jefferson’s words on this topic seem appropriate, “To compel a man to furnish contributions of money 

for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical.” 

 

The bill also changes the rules so that a physician no longer has to be present when an abortion occurs, but that 

abortions can be performed by a "qualified provider" which could be a nurse, a midwife, a physician’s assistant, 

or ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL who is authorized in the state and that the state says is within the person's 

license or certification.  

 

I voted against HB 937, but the House vote was 89 to 47. This bill passed in the Senate with a vote of 28 to 15. 

The Governor vetoed this legislation, but the Democrats in the General Assembly overrode the veto. An 

amendment to the bill was introduced that required the individual performing the abortion to have a health care 

facility where the abortions could be performed, but the amendment was rejected in the Senate.  

 

There is a group looking to try to take this bill to referendum.  I hope they are successful and that the people of 

Maryland vote to overturn this bill. 

 

HB 626/ SB 669 – Legalizing Infanticide 

This bill was one of the worst pro-abortion bills this year. HB 626/ SB 669 is ironically called the Pregnant 

Person’s Freedom Act of 2022. This bill would have stopped investigations into the termination of a pregnancy, 

a miscarriage, stillbirth, or perinatal death.  

 

This bill would have decriminalized infanticide up to 28 days after birth.  Thankfully, this bill was not voted on 

in the House or Senate and was stopped.  Even so, the introduction of such a bill shows a scary progression 

among some legislators who do not value young lives.  
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LOCAL BILLS 

HB 280, HB 856, and HB 1106 – Changes to Washington County Alcohol Laws 

These bills have passed and change the definitions for some alcohol laws in Washington County. With HB 280, 

it is a little easier for theatres to apply for an alcohol license. Prior to the bill, the theatres had to be located in a 

stand-alone building, but now theatres are able to apply for a license if they are in a building with other stores. 

 

HB 856 allows for a limited alcohol license on college campuses which have a Hospitality and Tourism 

Management major. As part of the requirements for that major is the responsible serving of alcoholic beverages, 

this bill will allow for students to be able to experience with that in the classroom.  

 

Lastly, HB 1106 changed the wording “Light Wine” to “Wine” in Washington County Regulations. This 

change in definition makes it easier to define wine in regulations. The bill also allowed the Board of License 

Commissioners to issue refillable container permits for wine.  

 

HB 216 – Washington County - Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Programs - Essential Caregivers* 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, my office heard many heartbreaking stories from constituents and individuals 

across the state about loved ones dying alone in nursing homes, many of which had been isolated in lockdown 

for several months. In fact, social isolation is now listed as a cause or contributing factor on death certificates.11  

I introduced a bill, modeled after several other states’ policies, to allow designated caregivers the ability to 

regularly care for loved ones at all times, even during a situation like the 

COVID-19 lockdowns. 
 

While current national CMS guidelines and the MDH directive recently 

changed to allow for nursing home visitation, these directives are 

temporary, and can be revoked whenever there is an update or a new 

Covid type situation.  

 

This bill would have allowed Washington County nursing homes and 

assisted living facilities to continue to have a designated family 

member/close friend to enter the facility, adhere to COVID-19 protocols, and help care and advocate for their 

loved one, even if the national or state guidelines changed. I am thankful for the unanimous support of the bill 

from the Washington County Delegation. Unfortunately, the Health and Government Operations Committee did 

not vote on the bill and stopped it this year. 

 
11 https://www.aarp.org/caregiving/health/info-2020/covid-isolation-killing-nursing-home-residents.html 


